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Re ſign, 3 this Leſſan none 
Too deeply can inſtil; 

A Crown may be reſign'd before 
We can reſign our Will; . 

Tho' Mall refign'd, the meaneſt makes 
Superior in renown, 


And richer in celeſtial eyes, 
Than thoſe who wear a Crown. 
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tations of ſome particular Perſons, who hope 


N. B. The following Sermon was deli- 
vered by way of Sequel to the Token of r-- Þ 
[pert to the Memory of Sir Sidney Stafford Smythe; Þ © 
and is now publiſhed, at the repeated Soli. 


that it may prove beneficial to the afflicted, 
The Author perſuades himſelf that his com- 
pliance with this benevolent deſign will be = 
admitted as a ſufficient Apology for intrud- 
ing it upon the public. £ 
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JOB I. 20-22, 


2 Then Job aroſe, and rent his Mantle, and ſhaved 


bis Head, and fell doton upon the Ground, 
and worſhipped, 


[2 | 


E And ſaid, Naked came I out of my mother's 
womb, and naked ſhall I return thither : the 
LorD gave, and the Lokp bath taken away ; 
bleſſed be the name of the Lokb. 
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1 all this Job ſinned not, nor ee Gop 
fooliſhly. 


T hath been a very extraordinary diſpute 
among the learned, whether or no there 

ever were ſuch a man as Job; or whether this 

Book, which is ſaid to contain his hiſtory, 

be any thing more than an heroic Poem, 

| deſigned to exhibit an imaginary character 
under a fictitious name. ; 
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But why ſhould we for a moment ſuffer | 


ourſclves to controvert ſuch a matter as this, 
when we are told, in ſo many plain and ex- 


preſs words, that there was a Man in the 


land of Uz, and not in the imagination of 
ſome poetic brain only, whoſe name was 
Job; and that he was perfect and upright, 
one that feared GoDp, and eſchewed evil. 
This was his moral character: and this is 
mentioned firſt, becauſe his moral Excellence 
was his chief Excellence. He was a man of 


chriſtian ſimplicity and godly fincerity : his 


heart was upright : he feared Gop with that 
holy filial Reverence, which produces an 
hatred of all manner of evil: ſo that there 
was no allowed hypocriſy in his ſpirit, nor 
habitual iniquity in his life. 


With regard to his Family, which the ſacred 
Hiſtorian hath thought proper to mention; 
it is ſaid, There were born unto him ſeven 
ſons and three daughters: Theſe were his 
greateſt outward Comforts and Bleſlings. 
His Subſtance alſo was ſeven thouſand ſheep, 
and three thouſand camels, and five hundred 
yoke of oxen, and five hundred ſhe aſſes, 
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RF and a very great houſhold ; fo that this man 

8 was the greateſt of all the men of the Faſt, 
3 in riches, in power, in honour, and, which 
„ greater than all, in Grace. 


It ſhould ſeem that 70's family was a fa- 


milx of Friendſhip and Love; and that there 


; was a delightful harmony and affection ſub- 
fiſting among the younger branches of it; 
becauſe we are informed that, his ſons went 


and feaſted in their houſes, every one his 
day, and ſent and called for their three ſiſters 
? weat and to drink with them. And how 


? good and pleaſant a thing is it for brethren 
g to dwell together in unity; where every feaſt 


ö is a feaſt of love, every meeting a ſign of 
F — agreement, and every heart but one! 


And there was a Day—ſuch is the uncer- 


+ tainty of all terreſtial bliſs! when the ſons 
| : and daughters of this great and good man 
were eating and drinking wine in their eldeſt 
' brother's houſe; and there came a Meſſenger 
| to Job, and ſaid, © The oxen were plowing, 
e and the aſſes feeding beſide them; and the 

00 Sabeans, (a people of Arabia who lived 
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1 1 
ce by robbery and plunder) fell upon them, 
“ and took them away; yea, they have (lain | 
« the Servants with the edge of the ſword, | 
« and I only am eſcaped to tell thee the 
« ſorrowful news.” 


„While he was yet ſpeaking,” and before Þ 
he could have time to compoſe his ruffled 
mind, there came alſo another, and ſaid, F 
« The fire of Gop, or a great fire,” perhap Þ 
lightning, “ is fallen from heaven, and hath 
« burnt up the ſheep and the ſervants, and * 
« conſumed them, and I only am eſcaped e 
cc to tell thee,” 


« While he was yet ſpeaking,” ſo did Þ ©; 
wave of affliction follow upon wave, that! 
« there came alſo a third, and ſaid, The 
e Cbaldeans (another people who lived . 
ce upon ſpoil) made out three bands, and fell | 
« upon the camels, and have carried them 
« away, yea, and lain the ſervants with the 
ce edge of the ſword, and I only am eſcaped 
tc alone to tell thee.” 


A 


„While he was yet ſpeaking,” to finiſl 
the tragic and moſt affecting Scene, *“ thetic 
cc came 
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er came alſo another, and ſaid, Thy Sons and 
. thy Daughters were eating and drinking 
ie wine in their eldeſt brother's houſe ; and 
. s behold there came a great wind from the 
1 « wilderneſs,” a ſort of hurricane or whirl- 
wind, & and ſmote the four corners of the 
d houſe, and it fell upon the young men, 


e and they are dead, and I only am eſcaped 
e alone to tell thee.” 


In this forlorn condition, thrown from the 


| | very ſummit of Proſperity into the loweſt 
deep of Adverſity in a moment of time, in 


e 


what ſituation of Agony and Wretchedneſs 


3 


may we not expect to find this ſorrowful 


"7 
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A 


man! But behold, « Then ob aroſe and 


hat « rent his mantle, and ſhaved his head, and 


| « bowed himſelf upon the ground, and wor- 


„ ſhipped, and ſaid, Naked came I out of 
amy mother's womb, &c. &c.” 


So, fix'd by Providences' hands, 
A Rock amidſt an Ocean ſtands ; 
So bears without a trembling dread, 
The tempeſt beating round its head, 
A4 And 


18 4 
And with its ſide repells the wave 
Whoſe hollow ſeems a coming Grave, 
The Skies, the deeps are heard to-roar, | 
The Rock ſtands ſertled as before. 
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In illuſtrating this, inſtructive Paſſage d 
facred Writ, in order to accommodate it u 
general utility, I ſhall conſider the nature « 
pious Reſignation to the Will of God in hi 
afflictive diſpenſations towards us, as repre. 
dented in what Jo did upon the preſent oc. 
cafioh—then take notice of @ peculiar priv. 
lege of Gob's people in a ſuffering tate, as ex 
nibited to us in what Job ſaid—and laſtl, þ © 
peak a little upon 7he great excellency of pa-. | 
tient ſubmiſſion to the Will of Gop, pointed 
out to us in the 7 eftimony that is left upon re- 
cord concerning what 70% did and ſaid in 
theſe diftreſſing Circumſtances. And may Þ 1 
the Spirit of Gop enable us to improve by | 
each particular, as it paſſes under our ſer: 
dus Meditation. 


Firſt then, with regard to what Feb dd , 
upon the preſent remarkable incidents in 
the hiſtory of his life. 


One 


Jne 
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One cannot but obſerve in reading the 
zcred Scriptures that, every part of them 


: zives us reaſon to think, the greateſt favour- 
tes of heaven. are often the ſubjects of the 


ſevereſt afflictions. It certainly is fo in all 
She accounts we have of them in the Bible; 
| which there are frequent intimations that, 
hom the Lon Þ loveth with a peculiar and 
| pecial love, with a love of complacence as 
yell as of benevolence, he chaſteneth; and 
ſcourgeth every child whom he receiveth ; 
more or leſs ; ſome in one way, and ſome 
another. 


| Thus, in the inflances immediately before 


vs, had not the Lox himſelf ſaid of his fer- 
yant Job that there was none like him in all 


L the earth for piety and uprightneſs; for 
Forking righteouſneſs, and ſpeaking the truth 


from his heart? And yet, may we not add 
alſo, that there was none like him in all the 


earth for affliftion and diſtreſs? Might he 
not have appealed, to all who beheld him, 
in the pathetic ſtrain of the weeping Pro- 
Phet, and have ſaid, „Is it nothing to you, 


cc all 
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And with its ſide repells the wave 5 
Whoſe hollow ſeems a coming Grave. 
The Skies, the deeps are heard to rat, 
The Rok: ſtands Jn as before.” | | 
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In. illectrating this ne Paſſage u 99 
ard Writ, in order to accommodate it u 
general utility, I ſhall conſider the nature N 
pious Rgſignation to the Will of Gow in hi 
afflictive diſpenſations towards us, as repre-| 
dented. in what Job did upon the preſent oc. 
caſion chen take notice of @ peculiar priv. 
lege , God's people in a ſuffering ſtate, as ex. 
hibited to us in what 70 ſajd—and laſtly, 
peak a little upon he great excellency of pa. 
tieut ſubmiſſion ta tbe Mill of Gop, pointed 
out to us in the 7. eftimony that is left upon re. 
cord concerning what, Fob did and ſaid in S 
theſe diftreſſing Circumſtances. And m! 
the Spirit of Gop enable us to improve by 
each particular, as it paſſes Unger our ſer- 1 
ous Meditation. 
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Firſt then, with regard to what Jeb dis 
upon the preſent remarkable incidents in 
the hiſtory of his life. 4 


One 


by 2 of heaven. are often the ſubjects of the 
Fevereſt afflictions. 
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One cannot but obſerve in reading the 
acred Scriptures that, every part of them 
ives us reaſon to think, the greateſt favour- 


It certainly is fo in all 
e accounts we have of them in the Bible; 
which there are frequent intimations that, 
grhom the Lox D loveth with a peculiar and 
7 pecial love, with a love of complacence as 
rell as of benevolence, he chaſteneth; and 
Fourgeth every child whom he receiveth ; 
more or leſs ; ſome in one way, and ſome 
Þ another. 


— 


Thus, in the inſtances immediately before 


„bs, had not the Lord himfelf ſaid of his ſer- 


1 Fant Job that there was none like him in all 


he earth for piety and uprightneſs; for 


Vorking righteouſneſs, and ſpeaking the truth 
Fm his heart? And yet, may we not add 
Alo, that there was none like him in all the 


earth for affliction and diſtreſs? Might he 
hot have appealed, to all who beheld him, 


| In the pathetic ſtrain of the weeping Pro- 
[phet, and have ſaid, “Is it nothing to you, 
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cc ever there were any ſorrow like unto my 
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[ 10 1 Y 
all ye that paſs by? Behold, and ſee 


5 


* 


« ſorrow, Behold in me a ſtriking Type 
« of Him, who is to be a Man of ſorrow; 
« and acquainted with grief.” 
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Theſe things are written for our Learn.“ - 
ing, that we through patience and comfonÞ| 
of the Scriptures might have hope; and 
they are deſigned to teach us not only tha 
affliction is the common Lot of all men, but 
that Adver/ity may be a greater token of the| 
divine favour and love than Proſperity itſelf. 
The wicked come into no misfortune like 
other folk ; but many are the troubles of th: 
righteous : as we fee in the hiſtory of thi 
eminent Saint. But, ſurrounded as he ws 
with the moſt trying diſpenſations of Goh 
providence, it is ſaid, 20% d 


; 


le 
| but 
« Then Job aroſe”—that is, he did no des 
fink under his afflictions, ſo as to forget $ 
himſelf ; ſo as to beat his breaſt and tear hs 
hair, like a perſon who was frantic, and del-Þ L , 
perate; as people are taught to do in ound 
ſcenici ef 


13 
Kind, 


K 1 1 
F .nical Repreſentations upon the Stage“: 

5 e did not fall down back ward, as Eli did, 
nen he heard of the death of his wicked 
Hons ; nor did his heart die within him, as 
$V4bai's did, at the report of ſome ſorrow- 
ul news: but, methinks, I ſee the eaſtern 
Prince and pious Sage, riſing from his ſear 
Sith all the dignity of true Religion and hea- 
Senly Compoſure of mind; for he aroſe from 
"His Couch, where he was ſitting in a thought- 

gal poſture, | 


And rent his Mantle” —Rending of gar- 
Ments is a thing often mentioned in ſacred 


Kt 

tb rit: and it was generally uſed as an out- 
ed fgn of great diſtreſs, or of indignation. * 
t is very natural to ſuppoſe here, that the 
Robe, which 70s had on, was rich and no- 


le; ſuch as became a great man of the Eaſt, 


dot not in his preſent unhappy Circumſtan- 
o es; he therefore rent it, as expreſſive of 
get $i; Sorrow—=and poſſibly, indeed very likely, 
bg = of 
«1 L This is one among the numberleſs moral Evils at- 
| King public Exhibitions of this ſort. . But let every 
I Ne Patriot, every ſincere Friend to Religion and Man- 


Had, conſult what Collier, Witherſpoon, and Law have 
ritten upon this ſubjeR, | 


[ 12 J 


of bis Repentance, under a feeling ſenſe . 3 


fin, which had brought death into the wo“, 
and all our woe—and perhaps, of his Ind. 
nation at Satan; who, no doubt, embrace! 
this opportunity of tempting him to charge Þ 
Gop fooliſhly. Thus we may eaſily concein © 
that he rent his mantle to teſtify the great. ; 


neſs of his Sorrow, the depth of his Hum | 


| liation, as a ſinful Creature, and his horte 
at the blaſphemies of the Adverſary of his Þ 
Soul; who goeth about as a roaring Lion 
ſeeking whom he may devour. 


« And he ſhaved his Head Which 5 | 
another expreſſion of uncommon diftreſs; and 
very uſual in thoſe times. Thus the Lob 


complains by his prophet Jſaiab that, when þ 
he called the inhabitants of Judab to weep ! 


ing, and to mourning, and to baldneſs, and 
to girding with ſackcloth ; behold, joy and 
gladneſs, eating fleſh and drinking wine: 
« Let us eat and drink, ſaid they, for to- 
« morrow we die.” Therefore, thus fail 
the Logp to the ſame people, “ Cut off thi 
« hair, O Feruſalem, and caſt it away, and 
« take up a lamentation on high places; fot Þ 
« the 


Y Cw J 
che Loxp hath rejected and forſaken the 
' generation of his wrath.” —So that Job 
Maved his head, not in imitation of the hea- 
Meni Idolaters upon whoſe borders he 
( relt, but as an evidence of his internal 
1 ourning and lamentation, 


„ And he fell down upon the Ground“ 
bowing lowly and proſtrate before the Ma- 
ſty of heaven with entire ſubmiſſion to the 
"Givine Will; as if he had ſaid, with another 
great Saint, © It is the Lo xo, let him do 
* what ſeemeth him beſt:“ *The Cup 
* which my Father hath given me, bitter as 
& it is, ſhall I not drink it?“ Not my Will, 
1 thine be — He bowed his head, 


1 And 8 in ae es 
( pnly, but in heart: for, as a perfect man and 
( Þ vpright, one who feared God, he muſt have 
: known, that, Gop is a Spirit, and ſeeketh 
Inch to worſhip him as worſhip him in ſpi- 
Fit and in truth; that the Loxp ſearcheth 
all hearts, and trieth the reins of the chil- 
Aren of men, and defireth truth in the in- 
* pony and that, where this is want- 


ing, 


[ 14 ] 
ing, our bowing and worſhipping befor: | 
him will be for ever in vain. . , | 


Here then we ſee, in a very ſtriking aud 
exemplary point of view, what is the tru| 
nature of one of the greateſt excellencies | 
the Chriſtian character, namely, pious Reſig. Þ 
nation to the Will of Gop in affliction. I 
does not conſiſt in the ſtupid Inſenſibility a * 
the hard-hearted; nor in the monkiſh Apa bw 
of the Stoic; for there is neither Virtw and 
nor Grace in bearing what we do not fecit p 
and no chaſtening is for the preſent joyou,Þ © 
but grievous. Our bleſſed Saviour himſel 
tells us that his Soul was exceeding for 
rowful ; to ſuch a degree that he ſweat, 281 
were, great drops of blood: and yet, he wa 
a perfect Character, abſolutely without the 
teaſt ſtain or ſpot of ſin. People therefor 
may ſuffer very much under their afliction; 
and feel them very deeply, and be refigneli8 
to the Will of Gop in them at the ſame time 


Neither is an earneſt defire to have oi 
afflictions removed, inconſiſtent with tne ni 


ture of holy ſubmiſſion, if it pleaſed the LonſWmoy 
| One 


; 115 ] 
Pne of the petitions; which the greateſt Pat- 
; rn of reſignation offered up with ſtrong 
Ties and tears to his Father, was this, “O 
| my Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup 
& paſs from me, that I may not drink it; 
® nevertheleſs, he immediately added, Not 
28 I will, but as thou wilt.” 


We may weep and mourn, and betray our 
ward diſtreſs, by our outward Emotions 
nd Conduct, and be unfeignedly fubmiſſive 
© the Will of Gop. External agitations 
&e, in ſome caſes, the almoſt - unayoidable 
ffect of ſtrong natural affections: and, to be 
Fithout natural affection, is to be a Brute, 
d nat a Chriſtian, nor a Man. Inſenſibi- 


ty, fo far from being the Ornament, is the 
Diſgrace of human Nature. 


That therefore may be called true Sub- 
ſion and pious Reſignation to the Will of 
Pod, under his afflictive diſpenſations, 
Fhich, though it may be accompanied with 
u deep ſenſe of our exceeding diſtreſs—with 
earneſt deſire to have it alleviated or 
aogmoved — and with ſtrong expreſſions of 
grief— 


grief—is ever attended with a ſpiritual fin 
of heart; which leads us to look up to u 
fiſt Cauſe of them; to apply to him, and u 
to Amuſements and Diſſipation, as our r. 
fuge in time of trouble; to caſt our burdÞ 
upon the Lond ; to depend wpon him f 
grace and ſtrength to help. us; to conſt; | t 
that our Afflictions are much leſs than ou 

Iniquities deſerve, and to beg of Gon 
bring us out of every furnace more ant 
more purified for his ſervice and glory. 


This is the Spirit of pious Reſignation: ] 
and this is what, I humbly apprehend, Ji &: 
meant by what he did, when he aroſe, a} . 
rent his Mantle, and bowed and worſhippet'Þ* 
theſe were the outward and viſible ſigns d* 
that inward and fpiritual Grace. [7 


But we are to take notice, in the ſeconifÞ Wh 
place, of a peculiar Privilege of G0 ini 
people under his afflifting hand; and wid F. 
is exhibited to us in what Job ſaid. Ani 
whatever he ſaid, we may be fatisfied he ſpa 
in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity : it ws 
out of the abundance of his heart: mo 


Wa p 
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felt, in all probability, than was expreſt. 
And yet, how much did he ſay! Had he 
been ſilent in the preſence of the Meſſengers 
of this ſorrowful news, had he ſaid nothing, 
N his conduct might have been conſtrued into 
ſulleneſs and deſpair. But, how much greater 
than ever does this man of Gop appear, 
Ihen we ſee his Faith piercing through this 
dark, black cloud of diſtreſs, and pointing 
to the Finger of that Gop, who had brought 
it upon him; by ſaying, „Naked came 1 
te out of my mother's womb, and naked 
© &X ſhall I return thither; the Loxp gave, 
it 3 and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed 
F< be the name of the Loxo.“ 


Hicher then, ye pedantic, empty admirers 
of a ſuffering Cato, Socrates, or Seneca, and 
ſee if ever there were philoſophy like this! 

e What Patience! What Wiſdom |! What Di- 

5Linity is here! Why then neglect the ſacred 

na Page, and fly to volumes of unenlightened 

u lgnorance? Behold the more exalting and 

e ennobling powers of divine Grace in this af- 

wi i ited Saint and Servant of the Loxo. 


Now ſee the Man immortal: him, I mean, 
Who lives as ſuch; whoſe heart, ſull-bent on heay',, 
Lans all that way, his bias to the ſtars. 


and valuable in this world, he adverts to h 


* 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
N 
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The toorld's dark ſhades, in contraſt ſet ſhall raiſe 
His luſtre more ; tho' bright without a foil: | 


Obſerve his awful portrait, and admire ; | * 
Nor ſtop at wonder; imitate, and live. 1 


Inſtead of recounting the great Loſſes | 
had ſuſtained in being deprived, at once, i 
gradually, of almoſt every thing near, des | 


Origin to his original weakneſs, corruption . 81 


and demerit; as a fallen Creature, deprae th 
by Nature, and defiled by Sin: a creature Ke 
yeſterday, that, a little while ago, had u an 
exiſtence but in the decree of GOD; af fre 
whom, it was in the ſovereign will and ple * 
ſure of the moſt High to create, or not; t12Wy = 
had no right to being, or to well-being; ve . | 
natural life or to any of its bleſſings and con * 
forts. I came into this world, a poor, foWt . 
lorn, helpleſs, deſtitute Creature; and ſuc, ; 
I ſhall leave it: for we brought nothing in .. | 
the world, and it is certain we can car] e 0 


nothing out of it. They that truſt in thei 
wealth 


L497 

I ealth, and boaſt themſelves in the multi- 
7 ue of their riches, none of them can by any 
Imcans redeem himſelf, nor give to Gop a 
T..nſom for another, that he ſhould ſtill live 
or ever, and not ſee corruption. Their in- 
ward thought may be, for 


« All men think all men mortal but themſelves“ — 


Schat their houſes ſhall continue for ever, 
and they call their lands after their own 
names; nevertheleſs, their beauty and 
; grandeur ſhall conſume in the grave, and 
they ſhall leave their riches for others. Na- 


#ked came they out of their mother's womb, 

Sand naked ſhall they return to the earth, 

from whence they came, again. «© Duſt thou 
2 | ; « art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou return.“ 


e The Lorp gave, and the Lok hath 
taken away.” Which is, as if he had ſaid, 
| . in different words—< Ir is true, I once had 
| | | « Oxen, and Sheep, and Camels in abund- 
= © ance; I was once the richeſt man in the 
| te Eaſt; I once had ſeven Sons, who were the 
| te delight of my eyes, and in all the bloom 
and vigour of youth: but now, my Cattle 

B 2 are 


* 8 * an Boy 
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« are no more; I am become the pooreſt q 2 ? 
ce men; and O, my Children, my Children | f 
« are ſnatched from my boſom at a ſtroke 
« but what, ſhall I repine ? ſhall I murmur! FR 
« ſhall I reprove the conduct of the mot 
High ? ſhall I fin againſt the Lox, and] 
charge Gop fooliſhly ? Gop forbid ! Fe 
ce they were not mine, but only lent me for | 
« a ſeaſon: they belonged to the great, the 
„ fole Proprietor of heaven and earth; fo 
ce all that is in heaven and in earth is his; 
«« thine, O Lond, is the Power, the Glon, | 
« and the Majeſty ; both riches and honouſ # 
come of thee, Every good gift and evenF 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
« down from the Father of lights: th 
« Lord gave, and the Lord hath take “ 
away; his they were, and he gave them t 
« me; I had nothing but what I receive F 
e from him; I knew that they were not u £ 
_ « abide with me for ever; and now he hat Fu 
te taken them away: and hath he not u 0 
« undoubted right to do what he will wing 
« his own ?” $ 


A 


< 


c 


J 
F 
| | cc 
c Bleſied be the name of the Loxo. . I 
* ſubmit to the awful and bitter Event, 4 

| « af 
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an act of the particular Providence of Gop: 
„the Sabeans could not have deſtroyed my 


&- Oxen—nor could the Fire have burnt up 


my Sheep—the Cha/deans could not have 
fallen upon my Camels—nor could my 
; © Sons and Servants have periſhed by ſuch 
„ uncommon Calamities, but by the per- 
& miſſion or appointment of that never-fail- 
: ing Providence which ordereth all things 
# in heaven and in earth. Theſe things 
did not happen by Chance. © Shall there 
& be evil in the city, and the Lorp hath 
not done it?” I therefore ſubmit with 
& patience, and with praiſe : bleſſed be the 
„ name of the Lok D; for I know that the 
LorDp is great, and that he doeth, as he 

& will, in the armies of heaven and among 
„ the children of men: and, though his 
& way is in the Sea, and his paths in the 
great waters—though his judgments are 
unſearchable, and his ways paſt finding 

#& out—yer, the LokD is righteous in all his 

ways, and holy in all his works.” 

x « Bleſſed be the Name of the Lox : for 
have no Cauſe to complain, but abun- 
I E 3 « dant 


E 


« dant reaſon, amidſt all mine afflictions ani 


e ſorrows, to be thankful ſtill. How ougl| 
I to praiſe him for the mercies that an 
« continued to me; of the leaſt of which! 
*© am moſt unworthy! How am I bound 
« to bleſs him for my Health of body, {Þ 
* a compoſed Mind, and for an heart re 
e ſigned to his holy Will and Pleaſure; and 

« more than all, that he hath in ſtore fog 
« me ſuch felicities, as no Chaldeans nag 


c 


A 


« Sabeans, as neither Men nor Devils cu 
« deſtroy: for I know to my great an 
« endleſs comfort, that come what ma 
« in this preſent world, I know that „ 


« REDEEMER liveth. Bleſſed therefon 


« and for ever bleſſed be the Name of th: 
« LoRD.” | 


Thus ſpake Job : and we are not to conl: 
der what he ſaid, at this particular Crili 
merely in the light of a very ſerious ober 


vation, but as an interpretation of the trug 


ſtate of his Mind ; as evidential of a mol 
excellent frame of Heart, under his preſen 


a ; a ; | _— 6 ; 778 | 1 
great afflictions: and it is recorded in acre 


Writ't to teach us s what 1 is our Duty, as Cit 


FM 
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I yes ; and what is our Privilege, as Chriſtians, 
| indeed we be partakers of the ſaving grace 
$f Go D. 


Our duty, as rational Creatures, is to re- 
ember at all times, and in all places, that 


very Comfort, Mercy, and Bleſſing of this 
Liſe, whether, food, raiment, health, or 
; iches; every near, dear, and tender Rela- 
ion and Friend, every temporal or ſpiritual 
good, which. we enjoy during our ſtay in this 
'orld, from the cradle to the grave, is the 
ndeſerved gift of Goo; not to be abuſed, 
Mot to be perverted to vile and ſinful pur- 
cles, but to be received with gratitude, 
| f hankſgiving, and love; and to be ſanctified 
oy the word of Go p and prayer. 
9 

| 4 Beware therefore, leſt that come upon vou 
| which is written, © Behold, I will durſe your 
bleſlings. For the earth which drink- 
eth in the rain that cometh oft » don it, 
and bringeth forth herbs meet for them 
|. « by whom it is dreſſed, receiveth bleſſing 
from God ; but that, which beareth thorns 
and briers, is rejected, and is nigh unto 
TH 4 | B 4 * curl- 


— 


Sy 
EE 
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« curſing; whoſe end is to be burned.” 
ce Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, 
ce for the Loxp hath ſpoken,” what? What 
ought to fill every one of us with ſhame and Þ 
confuſion “ I have nouriſhed and brought 
ce up children, and they have rebelled againſt | 
* 


But if, through the riches of divine Grace, 
we are Chriſtians, and Chriſtians by characi, Þ 
as well as by name, it is not only our duty to 
juſtify the Lor in all his afflictive diſpenſa- 
tions towards us, but it is our privilege even 
to praiſe him for them ; and to count them 
among the number of thoſe good things 
which he hath promiſed to beſtow upon us: 
for he hath aſſured us that al! things ſhall 
work together for good to them that love 
him. So that we may bleſs him for our af- 
flictions; we may ſay with an eminent Saint 
and Servant of the Lord, Sickneſs is no Af. 
fiction; Pain no Curſe ; Death itſelf no Diſi- 

lution * : and, if we can bleſs the Lox for 
our Afflictions, we may be certain they will 
prove 


* See Memoirs of the Reverend Auguſtus Toplady. 
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Prove unſpeakable bleſſings to us. And this 
1 vas what Job intended, by what he Said. 


But thirdly, what a Teſtimony is left us, 
$ n the cloſe of this paſſage, by the holy Ghoſt 
y himſelf concerning the great Excellency of 
patient Reſignation under the afflictive hand 

of Gov, when we are told that, « In all 

te this Job ſinned not, nor charged GOD 
* fooliſhly.” 


; « In all this” — that is, under all this 
veight of Woe; in all that he did and ſaid upon 

his occaſion; in riſing up from his ſeat upon 
Þ receiving the painful news, in rending his 
mantle, in ſhaving his head, in falling upon 
the ground, &c. we are aſſured that no; 
thing was done in an improper ſpirit; in a 
temper or diſpoſition unbecoming the Cha- 
| | rater of a great ſaint and man of Gop. 


| | This is undoubtedly the true meaning of 
this clauſe ; and not, as ſome have taken oc- 
caſion from hence to prove, that 7ob was 
4 either totally free from all ſin, or that there 

was no pollution cleaving to his holieſt du- 
ties: 


a a juſt man upon earth that doeth good and | 
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ties: theſe are the dreams and conceits & 
Viſionaries and Enthuſiaſts : for there is not 


linneth not: „ if we ſay that we have no ſi; 
« we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is ng 


« in us:“ and, as for Job, though we ſee, in 
this inſtance, what the mighty power of di. 
vine Grace can do, when it is operating ef. 
fectually upon the heart; yet, to ſhew u 
that he was by no means in a ſtate of ſinle(; 
perfection, we find him, after this, openinz 
his mouth in a very different ſtile, and ſay 
ing, „Let the day periſh wherein I wa 
« born, and the night in which it was {aid 
« There is a man- child conceived :” and i 
in his moſt advanced ſtate, as to fpiritui 
things, we hear him ſaying, « Behold, Ian 
ce vile, I abhor myſelf, and repent in dif 
« and aſhes”—no doubt, for his great m-W ; 
perfections. | 


The intention of the holy Spirit therefor 
in this declaration and teſtimony concernin; 
Job upon the preſent Occaſion, ſeems to b 
plainly this; to aſſert the great excellen | 
of pious Submiſſion to the Will of Gov "i 


4 
4 
CH 
ts 
E 
b 
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4 $ fuffering ſtate ; by letting us know, that, 
Ir all the behaviour and deportment of this 
Pervant of the Lory, he acted, not only like 
Y Man, and like a wiſe Man, or a Philoſo- 
| Sher, but like an holy man, a man of Gon: 
That it was not his natural fortitude and. cou- 
Fage, nor the ſtrength of reaſon and argu- 
ent that ſupported him in this diſtreſſing 
period, but the ſuperior power of Faith in 
| i 0D, the nobler e of divine Grace. 


1 theſe it was owing that he did not 
1 Plaſpheme or reproach the conduct of the 
T Fnoft High- that he did not utter a repining 
„ word, entertain a hard thought, nor diſcover 
Wo frerful and impatient Spirit under his 
in Heavy Rod—that he neither arraigned the 
WWF uſtice, nor indicted the Goodneſs of Gov : 

'| ] ut on the contrary, acknowledged his own 


| . inworthineſs, and the divine Sovereignty ; 
Fconfeſſed his obligations to his great Bene- 
actor, and his indiſputable Right to do what 
he would with his own; the Lord gave, 
| 8 and the Loxp hath taken away. In all this 
1 ſinned not, nor charged Gob fooliſhly, 
1 cenſuring his Juſtice, Wiſdom, or Good- 
neſs; 
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neſs ; but acquieſed in his Will, and ſub. 
mitted with patience to his righteous, bu 
ſharp, proceedings againſt him. 


And can we ſuppole that this is left upy 
record in the Bible merely for our peru, 
and as a religious Entertainment? Paſt a 


diſpute it is written for our practical ur 
and improvement. It ſays to every one «| 


us, as to ſo many Sons and Daughters d 
affliction, „Go, and do thou likewiſe”. 
« In your patience poſſeſs ye your Souls 

You have heard of the patience of Job ; tal: 
him for an example of ſuffering and aMittion | 
and be ye alſo patient. 


And to this end, let me beſeech you nevi Þ Bag! 
to loſe fight of the following weighty Con. 
fiderations—that the Lorp doth not will 
ingly grieve nor afflict the children of men; 
it is for their profit, to wean them from thi} 
preſent evil world, and to raiſe their affen 
tions to things above that how hard ſoeve 
the affliction be, it is deſigned for our good 


—that Sorrow is better than Joy, and tht 

it is better for us, upon the whole, to go tobe 
= 
my 
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; - houſe of mourning than to the houſe of 
Faſting— that afflictions are as uſeful to our 
Piritual and immortal part, as the Furnace 
1 the gold; as Phyſic to the body; as the 
11 ning Knife to the tree - that they are ſent 
* humble us, and to prove us, to ſhew us 
at is in our hearts, and to do us good at 
the latter end; and, however painful in their 
peration, yet in their iſſue they are ſaid to 
eld the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs to 


hoſe who are exerciſed thereby. 


Remember again, that they are always 
Salt out in number, weight, and meaſure : 
& kitherto ſhalt thou go, and no farther,” 
the command of the moſt High to every 
ging Wave of diſtreſs—that we could not 
with any leſs than we have, and that we 
gall not have one more than we ſhall be 
pabled to bear—and that, when the End in 
w 1s anſwered, they ſhall be removed: 


e that we ſhould be more anxious to have 
yer 1 afflictions ſanctified, than taken away. 
200 | 


2 

ha Beware therefore of that great and moſt 
to becoming Evil of Impatience, Murmur— 
e ing, 
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ing, and Diſcontent in whatſoever ſtate Yeu 
are, and however afflicted you may be. || 
is ſinning againſt the Lorp : it is charging - 
God fooliſhly: it is reflecting upon d. 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of his Providence“ 
and it is a certain ſign of the Pride, Ig 
rance, and Ingratitude of our hearts; for! 

is of the Lok ob's mercies that we are nv 
conſumed; why then ſhould a living me 
complain, a man for the puniſhment of i 


fins! 


Let us then, every one of us, bow a 
knees to the Gop and Father of our Lf 
Jesus CrRIsT, and intreat him to give 
his ſpecial Grace, that we may hencefor 
learn to live and die in the pious, humb} 3 Pt 
patient and thankful ſpirit of this great Sai T 


that, whenever we ſhall be called to len 
this world of Sin and Suffering, we ni 
ſtand with Noah, Daniel, and Fob, and vii 
all the Saints and Servants of the Lon 
before the Throne of Gop and the Lan Alf 


for ever and ever. | Pric 
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LOCK HOSPITA L. 


Eyerend Mr Mavar's Sermon at open- 
ing the Lock Chapel, price 6d. 


Reverend Mr Mapan's Sermon preached at 
the Pariſh Church of St George, Hanover- 
Square, price 6d. 


Reverend Mr Mapan's Sermon on Juſtifi- 
cation, price 2d, 


Shop Anpatw's Sermon on Juſtification, 


$ with a preface by the Rev. Mr Mapa, 
WS price 3d. 


Ihe tempeſtuous Soul calmed by JIESus 
WW Cinisr, price 6d. 


Ir Mavan's Hymns, bound, price 2s. 
Alſo may be had the Muſic compleat, 
| price 11, 18. or in ſeparate numbers. 
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BOOKS Publiſhed by the AUTH 


THE Portraiture of the Chriſtian Peniter 


Attempted in a Courſe of Sermons upon 
Fifty firſt Pſalm. 
In two Volumes, 8vo. 
Price Six Shillings ſewed. 


National proſperity and national religion |: 
ſeparably connected: A Sermon preach: 
on Friday, December 13, 1776, being: 
day appointed for a general Faſt. Price: 


The death of the Righteous, a public Ly: 
delivered in a Sermon upon 1ſatab lvii.1, 


Price 1s. 12 MR 56 


The juſtice of Gop in the damnation ? 
Sinners, illuſtrated in a Sermon uz 


Romans iii. 19. By JoxarHAN ED Wass 
A. M Reviſed and corrected by C. 


CoeTLoOGON, A. M. Price 6d. 


The divine Meſſage, Price 15. 


Youth's Monitor, Price 6d, 


Pious Memoirs, Price ad. 
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